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Control, Monitor, Aclapt) Enhance and RePeat to Protect Mahurangi West

Kia Ora Mahurangi West peninsula and Hungry
Creek residents and landowners. Welcome to the
latest Mahurangi West Pest eNews - updating you on
our community volunteer organisation’s work.

Should cats be kept indoors?

Did you know we have the highest
rate of cat ownership in the world -
totalling over a million? Estimates for
feral cats suggest twice that many!
Contact Mike Neil if you are con-
cerned about feral cats in your area.

Feral cats are implicated in the eradication of many spe-
cies, including the Stephen Islands Wren and the extinc-
tion of the Little Barrier Snipe (on Little Barrier Island).
Check out Stephen Dowling’s article (for the BBC)
Should New Zealand cats be kept indoors? He suggests
we may have to change the way we keep cats.

Asparagus control work continues ...

Eligible landowners in the buffer zone around the
Mahurangi Regional Park are being contacted as part of
Auckland Council’s ongoing Regional Pest Management
Plan (RPMP) Buffer Programme. This weed control work
is free of charge to landowners. Your prompt response
when you receive a letter is appreciated. The programme
is now in its second year, and the Auckland Council says
it appreciates the great support from the community

so far.

The programme, guided by Auckland’s RPMP for manag-
ing priority pests, is targeting climbing asparagus and
bushy asparagus, as well as moth plant, wild ginger,
woolly nightshade and Rhamnus for all properties within
500m of the park’s boundary. For more information on
what this means for you and how to control these weeds

please visit: www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/buffers

In the coming months Nada Cottrell, Community
Coordinator and Gay Miers, volunteer Weed Control
and Planting
Programme
Coordinator,
of Mahurangi
West Pest will
be liaising with
buffer zone
landowners to
assess weed
infestations and
provide further
support.

Climbing asparagus, one of the species
being controlled through the Buffer
Zone programme.

Brian Bramell: Chair BLBCIMS@gmail.com 0210257 5957

Nada Cottrell: Comms nada.mahuwestpest@gmail.com 021137 4132
Stephanie Herron: Secretary stephanie.herron@mac.com

Fran Ashton: eBirds ashton.sager@gmail.com 021260 2793

Gay Miers: Weed Control gay.miers@gmail.com 0210468 352
Website: https://mahurangiwestpest.wordpress.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/mahurangiwestpest
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Event reminder - Saturday 4 March

We've joined forces with Mahurangi West Community
Response Group for our annual BBQ at the Mahurangi
West Community Hall. See you there!

Donations to MWP are always gratefully received. If you
wish, tag them e.g. pest control tools, weed control and/
or native plants. Thank you for your generosity!

DONATIONS TO MWP: BANK A/C 06-0483-0894183-00

Trap.NZ data for Februarg

“"Double DOC and
Tuna oil strikes
again!” says Mike
Neil, Area 4 pest
control coordinator,
of his latest success
capturing stoats.

This month, MWP'’s §
volunteers chalked
up a total of 63
strikes on Trap.NZ,
despite further

weather events. They recorded 2 mustelids, 14 pos-
sums and 28 rats on Trap.NZ. Overall, the numbers are
about half that of the month before.

Rodent populations start to increase exponentially from
March so it's a good time to pulse bait (i.e. non toxic
bait to attract rats is switched out for active bait). March
is also a major possum mating period. Juveniles will be
dispersing. Please rebait and set those traps!

Mike Neil’s secret weapon for attract-
ing stoats is a small piece of sponge
dipped in tuna oil, nailed inside traps.

Total Traps in Field: 850
Bait Stations: 319
Monitoring Stations: 2

Total 365 Days 30 Days
Possum: 1427 762 14
Rat: 870 478 28 h
Hedgehog: 152 88 10 N ,
Mustelid: 60 45 2 | Possum rebait
over w0 ;2 3 |Muee
Total: 2899 1585 63 and cinnamon.

g2y Jeff Marsh (Jamieson): jeff. marsh@mccollams.co.nz 027 590 9245
#2) lyn Ladyman (Opahi): brianlynemail@gmail.com Ph.09 422 0797
@» lan Cheesman (Hungry Creek) ian@graphics.co.nz 022 049 5434
3 John Hill (Bullock Track) john.hill@xtra.co.nz 027 426 6732
@ Mike Neil (North Mahu West) mikeneil1951@gmail.com 027 474 1160
@2 Stephanie Herron (Pukapuka) stephanie.herron@mac.com 027 257 7763
5 PeterJohnston (South Mahu West) staceydo@yahoo.co.nz 0274767561
@ Area 6 Coordinator to be advised

COORDINATORS
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