
Brian Bramell: Chair  BLBCIMS@gmail.com  021 0257 5957
Nada Cottrell: Comms  nada.mahuwestpest@gmail.com  021 137 4132
Stephanie Herron: Secretary  stephanie.herron@mac.com
Fran Ashton: eBirds  ashton.sager@gmail.com  021 260 2793
Planting Coordinator (pending)
Website: https://mahurangiwestpest.wordpress.com
Facebook: Mahurangi West Pest’s Facebook page

Jeff Marsh (Jamieson): jeff.marsh@mccollams.co.nz  027 590 9245
Lyn Ladyman (Opahi): brianlynemail@gmail.com  Ph. 09 422 0797
Ian Cheesman (Hungry Creek) ian@graphics.co.nz  022 049 5434
Hugh Kininmonth (Bullock Track) hughkininmonth@gmail.com 021 979 350
Mike Neil (North Mahu West) mikeneil1951@gmail.com 027 474 1160
To Be Decided (South Mahu West) 
Hugh Kininmonth (West Mahu) hughkininmonth@gmail.com 021 979 350
Stephanie Herron (Pukapuka East) stephanie.herron@mac.com 027 257 7763
To Be Decided (Pukapuka West)
Mick Cleland (Pohuehue) clelandmp@xtra.co.nz  021 912 394
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Kia Ora Mahurangi West and Hungry Creek residents and landowners. This is our 58th update on       
pprojects to eradicate pests and improve our natural environment through greater biodiversity.
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DONATIONS TO MWP: BANK A/C 06-0483-0894183-00
Thanks for your continued support - we’re putting your 
donations to good use. Please tag your donations as 
‘pest tools’, ‘weed control’, ‘native plants’, or ‘wasp 
control’. If setting up a regular payment to go towards  
a fulltime trapper, as your way of helping us, please  
use the tag ‘trapper’. 

Issue 58, November 2025
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 Pest Control Tools in the Field: 2,068
 Includes 523 Bait Stations  	    
 Monitoring Stations: 1
	  Total	    365 Days	 30 Day

  Possum:	  3,679         742 	  76
 Rat:	   3,341 	     863	  76 
 Myna:	   1,870		   1,670	 120
 Hedgehog:	     456	    137	    8
 Mustelid:	   195	    48	   3
 Other:	  1,976	    612	 186  
 Total:        11,808     4,072        469
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‘Stone Cold Killer’ - Now Listed Pest
On 20 November, Conservation Minister 
Tama Potaka announced that feral cats 
will be added to the Predator Free 2050 
hitlist. Describing feral cats as “stone 
cold killers”, Potaka said that they would 
“join their buddies, stoats, ferrets, 
weasels - mustelids, possums and rats,” 
on the official list for eradication. It’s the 
first change to the list of pest species 
since the target’s inception in 2016.
Thanks to all those who contacted their 
local MP for the inclusion of feral cats after it appeared 
that the Prime Minister, Christopher Luxon, had reneged 
on his election promise to have this pest included.

A huge thank you to 
all those who turned 
out to do ground prep 
(dig), weed, plant and 
mulch. A fantastic 
effort over three 
weekends, with over 
200 natives planted.
Left to right: Despite the 
rain volunteers Di, Sarah 
and Kathy pitched in on 

November 9 (also Maus). 

Paper Rd Volunteers Gift 64 Hours

 “Understand the specifics of our peninsula’s ecosystem, and design 
programmes to best support, protect and enhance it.”   -  MWP Vision

A resurgence in possum numbers is reflected in this 
month’s records, but we let our guard down back in 
October, with only 32 possums recorded. If you’re not 
catching any, don’t give up, now’s a good time to re-
bait your traps and check with pest control coordina-
tors if it’s time to switch your bait to something new. 

The spring quarter showed really promising stat-
istics with the number of birds seen/heard for 
the year up 10% - 619 birds in September 2025 
compared to 562 in 2024. The tui was our most 
commonly seen/heard bird in 2025 and 2024, with the spar-
row second in 2025, and swallow in 2024. Mick and Barb’s 
bird count reports (see below) are wonderfully detailed. 

Trap.NZ Results & Rise In Possums 
Tui Tops Spring Bird Counts 
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